claimed the label of "model minority," and by claiming this label, South Asian immigrants participate in a form of "inferential" antiblack racism. Similarly, some Black Americans harbor contempt against immigrants and embrace nativism, a subtle form of anti-immigrant racism that promotes the priorities of natives exclusively on the grounds of their being native. Furthermore, South Asian Muslims are a highly educated, affluent socioeconomic group, whereas the Black American Muslim middle class continue to struggle with economic disparities.
The ethnographic portraits that Dr. Karim portrays reveal a great deal about the role race and class play in the lack of solidarity between the South Asian and Black American Muslim communities. One portrait in particular, that of Safiyyah, a young Tanzanian black woman who was adopted as an infant by an East African Asian couple who left Tanzania and immigrated to Wisconsin in the 1970s, is particularly telling because she was able to move between "two ethnic spaces," one South Asian and one Black American.
According to Dr. Karim, the ethnic spaces in Atlanta are less pronounced than in Chicago for various reasons. Furthermore, women are asserting themselves in an effort to transform gender space. Thus, it seems that Atlanta, from Dr. Karim's perspective, could prove to be a model for the bridging of the Muslim communities. In addition, it seems that the book holds out hope that with the coming of age of second generation Muslims, race and class will play a less important role as for as Islam in America is concerned.
